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 CANCELLED. 

Background: A cracked wing fitting was discovered on an Australian- registered Cessna 310R at 
6500 hours time in service. Laboratory examination of the cracked fitting identified 
the cause as fatigue. The crack initiated in the bolt hole and propagated rapidly to the 
outside edge of the lug. No defect was evident at the origin of the crack. 

 Therefore an immediate fleet-wide inspection of all unpressurised Cessna models 
which use the same generic wing attachment fitting was considered necessary to 
gauge the magnitude of the problem. Pressurised models were excluded because their 
operating environment is less severe. 

 The majority of the Australian fleet has been inspected once, but no further defects 
have been reported. While it may be that the defect found is an isolated occurrence, it 
is more likely that other instances of similar cracking will arise as the fleet ages. This 
is typical of the way fatigue-related defects occur in service. It is hoped that a 
practical repetitive inspection for higher time aircraft can be developed in the near 
future. 

 

 


