COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA Civil Aviation Safety Regulations 1998
CIVIL AVIATION SAFETY AUTHORITY Regulation 39.001

PROPOSED AIRWORTHINESS DIRECTIVE

This Proposed Airworthiness Directive (PAD) is issued by the Civil Aviation Safety Authority with a view to address the unsafe condition
detailed below. The Airworthiness Directive (AD) will require that the action set out in the requirement section (being action that the
delegate considers necessary to correct the unsafe condition) be taken in relation to the aircraft or aeronautical product mentioned in the
applicability section: (a) in the circumstances mentioned in the requirement section; and (b) in accordance with the instructions set out in
the requirement section; and (c) at the time mentioned in the compliance section.

GippsAero GAS8 Series Aeroplanes

PAD/GA8/11 Solenoid (Relay) Box Electrical Bonding

Applicability: ~ GAS aircraft - all serial numbers.

Requirement: ~ Accomplish the requirements of Gippsland Aeronautics mandatory service bulletin
SB-GA8-2023-216 Issue 1, dated 24 February 2023, as in force at the date of this AD.

Compliance: Unless previously accomplished; within 100 hours flight time or 12 months,
whichever occurs first, from the effective date of this AD.

Cost of We estimate this AD affects 64 aircraft of Australian registry. We estimate that

Compliance: operators may incur the following costs in order to comply with this AD. Labour
costs are estimated at $100 per workhour. Accomplishment including inspection and
incorporation is estimated at 2 workhours.

For aircraft requiring the installation, the parts required may be sourced locally in
accordance with the service bulletin. Alternately, P/No GA8-246015-053 may be
purchased from GippsAero at an estimated cost of $100.

Background: Operators have reported intermittent system discrepancies that have been attributed to
poor electrical bonding of the solenoid box assembly. Aircraft without a dedicated
solenoid box electrical bonding connection, may suffer degraded performance, errors,
or intermittent failures of equipment connected to electrical Bus 1, Bus 2, associated
electrical control, and protective devices fitted within or attached to the solenoid box.

For the majority of GA8 and GA8-TC 320 aircraft produced prior to July 2019 the
solenoid box assembly was electrically bonded to the aircraft through the solenoid
box attachment screws. Aircraft produced after July 2019 should be fitted with a
dedicated electrical bonding connection.

Remarks: This Proposed AD will be closed for consultation on 24 August 2023.

Enquiries/Feedback regarding this PAD should be referred to the AD Cell, email
airworthiness.directives@casa.gov.au
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