
COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA Civil Aviation Safety Regulations 1998 
CIVIL AVIATION SAFETY AUTHORITY Regulation 39.001 
 

Page 1 of 2 

PROPOSED AIRWORTHINESS DIRECTIVE 
This Proposed Airworthiness Directive (PAD) is issued by the Civil Aviation Safety Authority with a view to address the unsafe condition 
detailed below. The Airworthiness Directive (AD) will require that the action set out in the requirement section (being action that the 
delegate considers necessary to correct the unsafe condition) be taken in relation to the aircraft or aeronautical product mentioned in the 
applicability section: (a) in the circumstances mentioned in the requirement section; and (b) in accordance with the instructions set out in 
the requirement section; and (c) at the time mentioned in the compliance section. 

Avtech (Jabiru Aircraft) Series Aeroplanes 

PAD/JABIRU/4 Control Surface Hinge - Inspections  
 

Applicability: Type certificated Avtech (Jabiru Aircraft) models UL-C, UL-D, J160-C, LSA 55/2K, 
LSA 55/2J, Jabiru ST, LSA 55/3J and Jabiru ST3 - all serial numbers. 

Requirement: 1. Inspect all control surface hinges in accordance with Jabiru Service Bulletin JSB 
044-1 ‘Section 4 - Inspection Procedure’, as in force from time to time. 

2. Repeat inspection of all control surface hinges outlined in Requirement 1. 
3. Report the results of the inspection to CASA via the Defect Report System. 
4. If any corrosion or cracking is found during an inspection, contact Jabiru for 

further repair instructions.  
Note 1: The referenced service bulletin is applicable to ALL Jabiru aircraft models. 
Some of these models are light sport aircraft and are not subject to this Airworthiness 
Directive but are subject to a Manufacturer’s Safety Direction. Consequently, only 
type certificated models are included in the applicability of this AD. 
Note 2: The words “as in force from time to time” require compliance with the most 
recent version of the referenced document. 

Compliance: 1. Before exceeding 5 years total time in service of the aircraft.  
2. At each 100 hourly inspection or Annual Inspection, whichever occurs first. 
3. Each time the inspection is performed.  
4. Before any further flight. 

Cost of 
Compliance 

We estimate this AD affects one aircraft on the Australian registry. We also estimate 
that operators may incur the following costs in order to comply with this AD:   

• Labour costs are estimated at $100 per work-hour. The required inspection is 
estimated to take up to 1 work-hour to conduct. 

• If the hinge is corroded or cracked, removal and replacement is estimated to 
take up to 1 work-hour per hinge. 

A replacement hinge is estimated to cost $59 including GST. 

Background: The Jabiru Service Bulletin JSB044-1 referenced in this Proposed Airworthiness 
Directive was released on 8 January 2021 (effective 15 January 2021), in response to 
the detection of an aileron hinge failure which was found during a pre-flight controls 
check on a 20-year-old Jabiru SP4 aircraft. 
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 The purpose of the Service Bulletin is to inform Jabiru aircraft operators and 
maintainers of this potential condition and prescribes an inspection to check that all 
control surface hinges are in serviceable condition. 
Failure of control surface hinges during flight can result in the loss or severe 
impairment of control surfaces. 

Remarks: This Proposed AD will be closed for consultation on 10 March 2021. 
Enquiries/Feedback regarding this PAD should be referred to the AD Cell, email 
airworthiness.directives@casa.gov.au 
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